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The future of British gardening is peat-free - and Melcourt is leading the way

www.melcourt.co.uk

There is no escaping the scrutiny that plastics of all types are now receiving 
and their use in horticulture has been no exception. So far most attention has 
centred on plant pots but of course a lot of plastic is also used to package 
growing media, whether it be for professional or amateur use. 

Growers purchasing Sylvamix® in 50 litre bags may be interested to know 
that an equivalent amount of product bought as a maxi-bale would use a 
massive 5 times less plastic. No special machinery is required to handle our 
maxi-bales as Sylvamix® is free-flowing and doesn’t become compacted in 
the bale.

Grower and retailer edible culture in Faversham has taken a very pro-active 
approach and now offers gardeners a ‘compost bag for life’. Their customer 
pays a nominal sum for the reusable bag and brings it back every time they 
need more SylvaGrow®. Featured on BBC Gardeners World in the spring, the 
system has created a lot of interest and we are developing the idea by offering 
the Melcourt Bag for Life to any retail customers wishing to do the same thing. 
All that is required is a dedicated area, a maxi-bale of SylvaGrow®, a shovel, 
and a willing member of staff!  

The Bag for Life only has to be filled twice before less plastic has been 
used but of course it can be used over and over again for many seasons.

Choosing the Melcourt Bag for Life 

means that a bag only has to be used 

twice before less plastic (by weight) 

has been used compared to normal 

single-use bags. But the Bags for Life 

can be used over and over again and 

there is no reason why they shouldn’t 

last for several seasons. Then they 

can be recycled at the end of  their 

useful lives.

The Melcourt Bag for Life usefully holds 

approximately 40 litres. 

As deadlines for reduction of peat use in 
horticulture loom, we invest in further 
capacity to meet growing demand
Since the last issue of solutions, investment has continued apace at our 
Gloucestershire production site. Such is the demand for our award-winning 
peat-free Sylvamix® professional growing media and SylvaGrow® retail range 
that a new, state-of-the-art mixing line was required to enable us to keep up 
with the growth in sales. Installed during January, the new line has quadrupled 
the throughput of growing media, allowing us to respond ever-more rapidly to 
orders. 

In addition, a large new area of concrete has given us increased storage 
capacity which also improves order response times. We were delighted that 
the development of the new area gave us an opportunity to upgrade the 
surrounding natural environment for our resident great crested newt population! 
And a further bagging line will have been installed by the new year in time for  
Spring 2020. 

Important connections celebrated
In the last edition we reported on being awarded a Royal Warrant for the supply 
of organic peat-free media to HRH the Prince of Wales and were delighted 
earlier this year to welcome local MP Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown to unveil 
our new Royal Warrant plaque. Sir Geoffrey noted, ‘‘I am delighted to perform 
the task of unveiling Melcourt’s new Royal Warrant name board. The award 
of the Warrant is testimony to the hard work and many achievements of this 
wonderfully successful company.” 

 

Our links with Westminster were further strengthened when earlier this year 
we were featured in the annual Parliamentary Review. The Review highlights 
the best practice of organisations across the private and public sectors, sharing 
some of the most exciting and forward-thinking work that has occurred in 
the country over the last year. You can read our article in full at https://www.
theparliamentaryreview.co.uk/organisations/melcourt 

Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP, second from left in the back row, with Melcourt MD Andy Chalmers  
and some of the Melcourt team 
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Sustainable  
Growing Media

 (Peat Free)

Sylvamix® Nursery Stock

Sylvamix® Potting 

Sylvamix® Hanging Basket

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting

Sylvamix® Natural SA 

 Sylvamix® Special   
Prescription Mix 

Growing Media 

Additives  

& Pot Mulches 

Potting BarkTM  SA, FSC 

EcoBark TopperTM  SA, FSC 

Propagating BarkTM  SA, FSC 

Growing Media  

Additives

Growbark® Pine SA, FSC 

Growbark® Mixed Conifer SA, FSC 

Hortibark® Pine SA, FSC 

Coir

Orchid Bark

Orchid BarkTM Coarse SA, FSC 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium SA, FSC

OUR RANGE FOR  
PROFESSIONAL GROWERS

SA: Soil Association approved

FSC: Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) Certified 

Full technical specifications for all our 
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

At Melcourt we really value the relationships we have with various 

charities and other bodies. It means we become involved in several 

sponsorships and this year have been connected with some 

wonderful endeavours.  

For example, our good friend Mark Ridsill-Smith aka The Vertical 

Veg Man, regularly takes to the streets, passing on basic gardening 

skills to residents in Newcastle (pictured right) with a little help from 

Melcourt SylvaGrow®. Mark’s passionate belief is that communities 

can be brought together by helping them learn and share the joys of 

growing. We are proud to support his efforts.

The RHS goes to great lengths to inspire children to garden and at 

their RHS Tatton show used a donation of SylvaGrow Organic to get 

the kids involved in the wonder of seed sowing. Children’s gardening 

was also championed by The HTA at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 

and we were delighted to sponsor the supply of mulches and growing 

media for their stand (left) designed by former Blue Peter gardener 

Chris Collins. 

We have been supporters of Plant Heritage for many years and 

support their aims of preserving the uniquely diverse garden flora 

within Britain and Ireland. As in previous years we have supported 

their stands at both RHS Chatsworth and Hampton Court, and our 

Technical Director Catherine Dawson was one of the speakers at 

a collection holders growing media day this year. We really value our 

connection to Plant Heritage as many of our grower customers are 

national collection holders. Neil Lucas of Knoll Gardens (pictured 

right) is one such and for many years he has grown his grasses and 

other perennials in Sylvamix Special. Holder of the National 

Collection of Pennisetum,  Neil says, “I love the way my wide range 

of perennials grows in Sylvamix®. As a National Collection holder the 

fact that Melcourt are also supporters of Plant Heritage means a lot 

to me.”

Education matters
The lack of new entrants to the horticulture industry is never far from 

industry news and at Melcourt we are very aware of the potential 

difficulties that this presents employers. Over the years we have 

always responded positively to requests from colleges and workplaces 

for visits and training sessions at our Gloucestershire headquarters 

site. This year has been no exception and various groups have enjoyed 

a tour. 

In particular we have welcomed several groups of students and 

apprentices studying at Pershore College of Horticulture.  Working in a 

range of horticultural sectors, they have had the opportunity to 

see how products ranging from landscape barks and play surfaces to 

retail and professional growing media blends have been developed to 

high quality standards as well as how they are produced, giving them 

a wider view of production and supply of the materials they may use.  

If you would like us to organize a tour for your staff or students 
do get in touch. 

Valued partnerships with 
very different horticultural 
practitioners

Suitable for vegans?
We are nowadays frequently asked whether our growing media are suitable 

for use by vegans. The simple answer is that our conventional products such 

as Sylvamix® Nursery Stock are suitable but our organic growing media 

such as Sylvamix® Natural are not, due to the animal-derived nutrients 

we use in order to achieve enough strength. But we offer a comprehensive 

prescription mix service so can always provide exceptions - do get in touch if 

you wish to discuss an organic, vegan mix.

We’re at these autumn shows.....

...so do come and see us!

Four Oaks, 3rd-4th September, Cheshire   

GLEE, 10-12th September, NEC Birmingham 

South West Growers Show, 2nd October, Exeter 

CTS Open Day, 23rd October, Lanarkshire 

Gro-South, 7th November, Chichester
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