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Strongly renewed commitment to peat reduction in government 25 year 

Peat reduction has received strong 
endorsement in the government’s new 25 year 
plan for the environment in 
a section entitled Restoring 
our vulnerable peatlands 
and ending peat use in  
horticultural products by 
2030.  
Peatlands and fens are 
described as important 
habitats that provide food 
and shelter for wildlife, help 
with flood management, 
improve water quality 
and play a part in climate 
regulation. Most peat soils 
support ecosystems that 
are sensitive to human  
activities making 
them susceptible to 
degradation if poorly 
managed. Grants are to 
be made available for 
peatland restoration 
and attention will be  
re-focused on the  

voluntary peat phase-out targets for horticulture 
originally introduced in 2011. ‘Further measures’ 
will be introduced soon after 2020 if the 

government 
doesn’t see 
‘enough 
movement’ 
to peat 
alternatives 
by amateurs 
by 2020 and 
professional 
growers by 2030. 
They plan to 
assist the  
industry to 
phase out peat 
by continuing 
to jointly fund 
research into 
overcoming 
barriers to peat 
replacement (AHDB 
Project CP138 see 
below, left) and  
continuing to 

support the industry as it puts the  
Responsible Sourcing Scheme for Growing 
Media into practice (see above, right).
This is a clear message from government and 
one that Melcourt is well-placed to help  
growers respond to. 
Our peat-free Sylvamix® range is now an 
industry standard used by growers of all types of 
ornamentals. We number some of the UK’s finest 
growers among our customers, many of whom 
we have featured in previous editions of Grower 
Solutions. The quality of their production matches 
or exceeds that of any growing media available 
and we are immensely proud of that record 
- borne out of meticulous attention to detail, 
knowledge built on three decades of research 
and experience and a totally dedicated staff.  

Many professional growers are in the industry 
precisely because they care about the natural 
world in which we live. We think that they will be 
as impressed as we were by one of the concluding 
paragraphs of the Plan and so reproduce it here 
for your interest:

We humans and the stunning multitude 

of other living creatures on this earth are 

completely dependent on each other. 

Our beautiful green and blue planet is 

our shared and only home. We have a 

choice. We can destroy and degrade our 

natural capital for short term gain, and 

leave an impoverished inheritance for 

future generations. Or we can preserve 

and enhance the world - for ourselves, for 

future generations and for all the other 

creatures who share the globe with us.

Melcourt products allow growers to build 
profitable businesses and do the right 
thing by the environment. What could be 
better? Call us if you’d like to come on 
board!
 
You can read the whole 25 year plan at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publica-
tions/25-year-environment-plan

environment plan: peat-free production is coming and it is unwise to 
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Melcourt has been involved in the development 
of the Responsible Sourcing Scheme from 
its inception and are very pleased to see that 

government support is set to continue. 

In our view the strength of the scheme is 
that rather than focussing on peat, it clearly 

scrutinizes all growing media ingredients 
across a range of parameters so that informed 

choices can be made by buyers rather than 
misinformation and confusion guiding the 
decisions - the situation that existed for so 

many years . The Scheme is in the final stages of 
development – we will bring further information 

to future editions of Grower Solutions. 

AHDB Project CP138 ‘Transition to Responsibly 
Sourced Growing Media use within UK 

Horticulture’ is a 5 year project that seeks to 
construct a model that will produce desired 

mixes at least cost and to evaluate responsibly 
sourced growing media as alternatives to peat. 
A series of on-site demonstrations is underway 
to increase grower confidence thus facilitating 

the uptake of responsibly sourced growing 
media. We are delighted to report that at two 
of the five growers’ sites where nursery stock/ 

fruit trees are being grown, Sylvamix® has been 
the medium of choice for many years already. 
And as the on-site control, it has performed 

extremely well under the close scrutiny of the 
project, amply demonstrating that commercial, 

cost-effective peat-free mixes are already 
available and functioning superbly.
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Sustainable  
Growing Media

 (Peat Free)

Sylvamix® Nursery Stock

Sylvamix® Potting 

Sylvamix® Hanging Basket

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting

Sylvamix® Natural SA 

 Sylvamix® Special   
Prescription Mix 

Growing Media 

Additives  

& Pot Mulches 

Potting BarkTM  SA, FSC 

EcoBark TopperTM  SA, FSC 

Propagating BarkTM  SA, FSC 

Growing Media  

Additives

Growbark® Pine SA, FSC 

Growbark® Mixed Conifer SA, FSC 

Hortibark® Pine SA, FSC 

Sylvafibre®  

Coir

Orchid Bark

Orchid BarkTM Coarse SA, FSC 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium SA, FSC

OUR RANGE FOR  
PROFESSIONAL GROWERS

with Celcote®

SA: Soil Association approved

FSC: Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) Certified 

Full technical specifications for all our 
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

Investment continues at Melcourt 
A new bagging line was installed during January 
and is now vastly increasing our throughput, 
speeding up deliveries and order turnaround 
times. Managing Director Andy Chalmers 
says, “Another record year last year gave us the 
confidence to make the investment decisions for 
our Tetbury site. Later this year we will see a large 
expansion to the pallet storage area which will 
further enhance our efficiency.”
You can see a short video of the new machine in 
operation at https://tinyurl.com/y9tg9q4q

New bag sizes...  
have been introduced during February 2018 
which will be more stable on the pallet and allow 
compliance with manual handling regulations. 
Sylvamix® will now be offered in 50 litre packs and 
bark ingredients such as Potting and Propagating 
Bark, in 60 litres. 

...and confirmation of our 
accurate stated bag volumes
Our stated bag volumes have recently been 
tested and found to be some of the most accurate 
in the industry according to two separate 
independent studies of retail packs (Which? 
Gardening and the HTA). Concerns have been 
raised that in the case of some brands the stated 
volume does not always reflect the actual volume. 
This is an area we take very seriously and volume 
checks using the industry standard method are 
carried out throughout each packing cycle for 
every product. So we were very pleased that the 
results of the independent checks confirmed 
that in our case at least, the stated volumes are 
accurate.

Plastics and polythene in the 
news  
All of the polythene used for Melcourt packs is 
currently recyclable and we are gradually moving 
over to the use of recycled plastic. Issues such as 
strength and print quality are important so it is 
likely that we will have to retain a proportion of 
virgin material but we will be doing all we can to 
reduce our impact in this area. 
Of course over the years we have seen many re-
uses of our bags (which are very sturdy)– notably 
for packing bare root stock but also for many 
varied uses such as car boot liners, cane holders, 
torn poly tunnel patching, tree fern winter 
protectors and at least one grower retailer neatly 
stacks them for customers to take away for what 
is no doubt a myriad of uses. Our Technical Sales 
Manager Richard Cave discovered a novel use for 
an old straw-filled Sylvamix bag when snowed in 
recently…… and had great fun sledging down 
the local slopes. Let us know what you do with 
yours!

Another Which? Gardening  
Best Buy Award

Grower retailer readers will be interested to know 
that for a record sixth report in a row, a product 
from the SylvaGrow® range, the retail version 
of Sylvamix®, has been awarded a Which? 
Gardening Best Buy, this time for seed sowing.  
No other brand can match this record!

Melcourt SylvaGrow® Farmyard 
Manure – another genuine article 
for passionate 
gardeners
New to the SylvaGrow® 
range this spring is 
Farmyard Manure – a 
genuine, composted 
animal manure that 
judging by sales so far, 
will prove to be very 
popular with gardeners. 
Like its stablemates, the 
new product is endorsed 
by the RHS.
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