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If you would 
like to be put in touch  

with a nursery like yours  
that has switched to  

sustainable growing media 
please contact us

▶
▶

BASIS registered readers: You can claim BASIS points for reading grower solutions. Use the reference CP/59348/1718/G
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email please let us know at mail@melcourt.co.uk

Multiple award-winning Howle Hill Nursery did it 
again at the RHS Malvern Festival and BBC Gardeners 
World Live gaining gold medals at both and the Best 
in Show accolade at Malvern. 
 
No strangers to producing wonderful show gardens, 
having won several gold medals at RHS Chelsea in 
past years, Howle Hill are regular users of Sylvamix® 
Special to raise a wide variety of plants at their 
nursery near Ross-on-Wye. Their speciality is 
Japanese maples, raising the largest range of these in 
the south west.
 
With many grown to specimen size, Nursery Manager 
Andy Houghton particularly appreciates the 
properties of Sylvamix®. 

Investment continues at Melcourt and 

on the agenda for the coming months is a further 

bagging line and a large new storage area which 

will speed up deliveries and order turnaround times. 

Managing Director Andy Chalmers says, “Melcourt 

continues to go from strength to strength and on the 

back of another record year we have the confidence 

to make further significant investments at our Tetbury 

headquarters site.” 

See us at these grower trade shows and 

do come and say hello.

Four Oaks, 5-6th September

South West Growers Show, Exeter, 4th October

GroSouth, Chichester, 8th November

and, of course, for those with an interest in retailing, 

see us at

GLEE, NEC Birmingham, 11-13th September

Look out for our new bag sizes from next 

February. In order to comply with manual handling 

regulations and to ensure greater stability of our 

pallets, we are reducing the size of the Sylvamix from 

70 litres to 50 litres and the bark ingredients from  

70 litres to 60 litres. 

@melcourtltd

Howle Hill Nursery grows for gold with  
Sylvamix.

New Grower Products Guide  

The comprehensive guide to our growers’ 
products which lists the properties and uses of 
the entire range has been updated and will be 
available at the Four Oaks Trade Show.   
Come and get your free copy there.

“I have grown numerous types of plants in 
Melcourt mixes over the years and have found 
that plants establish quicker when grown in 
Sylvamix and make a much better product over 
time.  The technical backup and delivery options 
make dealing with Melcourt much easier for us 
during our busy periods.”

As well as their nursery, the successful design 
and landscape business uses a range of  
RHS-endorsed Melcourt bark mulches and 
planting mixes. 

Howle Hill are open to the public for retail sales.
www.howlehillnursery.co.uk

SYLVAMIX® PLUS POINTS FOR HOWLE HILL NURSERY

Sylvamix produces superb quality plants of all types 

Plants establish quicker 

Sylvamix produces a better product over time 

A range of delivery options 

Good technical support 

Popular range of composts to sell to gardener customers 

Howle Hill’s award winning show garden at RHS Malvern

Glorious autumn colour on Acers at  Howle Hill Nursery near Ross on Wye
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We were very pleased to sponsor the International 
Plant Propagators Society (IPPS) conference for 
the 24th consecutive year this July and delighted 
that in recent years the money has been used 
specifically to part fund the young horticulturist 
IPPS six-packer scheme. Two of this year’s six-
packers, Billy Wilce and Amelia Broome, work 
at Melcourt customer Bransford Webbs. Billy 
said of the conference, “Being a 6 packer was a 
great experience. I learnt a huge amount about 
the industry by visiting nurseries and speaking 

IPPS sponsorship

Amelia Broome and Billy Wilce

to experienced horticulturists. It has boosted 
my confidence, inspired me and helped me 
communicate with people. I have also gained 
contacts in the industry and made some great 
friends. It’s an opportunity not to be missed.”  
IPPS President Peter Macdonald said,  “I believe 
that the six-pack programme is proving to be 
invaluable for the development of the next 
generation of horticulturists who will be leaders 
of our industry. This can only be achieved by the 
support of the industry and I would like to thank 
Melcourt for their part in making it possible to 
offer this experience to these young people.”

Sustainable  
Growing Media

 (Peat Free)
 

Sylvamix® Nursery Stock
Sylvamix® Potting 

Sylvamix® Hanging Basket
 

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting
Sylvamix® Natural SA 

Sylvamix® Special 
Prescription Mix 

 
Growing Media 

Additives  
& Pot Mulches         

Potting BarkTM  SA, FSC 
 

EcoBark TopperTM  SA, FSC 
  

Propagating BarkTM  SA, FSC                
Growing Media  

Additives               
Growbark® Pine SA, FSC 

   

Growbark® Mixed Conifer SA, FSC 
  

Hortibark® Pine SA, FSC   

Sylvafibre®  
Coir              

Orchid Bark
 

Orchid BarkTM Coarse SA, FSC 
 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium SA, FSC
 

OUR RANGE

with Celcote®

SA: Soil Association approved

FSC: Forest Stewardship Council (FSC®) Certified 

Full technical specifications for all our 
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

@SylvaGrow

Five Which? Gardening best buys in a row -  
a unique achievement for Melcourt
SylvaGrow® (the retail version of Sylvamix®) has 

yet again achieved Best Buy status with Which? 

Gardening magazine. In doing so it becomes the 

only brand to have achieved this accolade in every 

one of the last five growing media reports. By any 

measure this is a great achievement and given that 

our retail and professional ranges are of the same 

high standard it is testament to the quality and 

consistency of Melcourt’s output.

The Melcourt range for gardeners comprises:
• A full range of professional quality, tried and 

tested, peat-free, and RHS-endorsed,  
- composts and growing media

     - topsoil, soil conditioners and lawn dressing
     - bark mulches
     - horticultural grits and sands*

- natural play surfaces
• Available in various useful pack sizes

FIND OUT MORE  IN OUR BROCHURE, ON OUR 
WEBSITE - OR TALK TO US!
* grits & sands are not endorsed by the RHS

“Melcourt’s award winning products for gardeners are a superb 
opportunity for growers like us who sell to the public.”

Rob & Rosy Hardy, 
Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants

“Melcourt products are made to a standard not to a 
price and many of them are endorsed by the Royal 

Horticultural Society. We’ve been selling them since 
launch and it has made a huge difference to be able 

to supply our customers with composts and other 
materials knowing that we’re offering them first 

class gardening products.”
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