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If you would 
like to be put in touch  

with a nursery like yours  
that has switched to  

sustainable growing media 
please contact us

▶
▶

BASIS registered readers: You can claim BASIS points for reading grower solutions. Use the reference CP/ 51846 / 1617 /g 
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter by email please let us know at mail@melcourt.co.uk

Established in 1900, J A Jones is a leading wholesale 
nursery and tree supplier based in Southport, 
Lancashire. Specializing in field grown trees ranging 
from transplants to multi-stems and semi-mature 
trees, they also produce over 800,000 container 
grown plants ranging over 600 species, in sizes 
from 2 litre to specimens in 200 litres+, with 10 and 
25 litres a speciality.

John Gillow, (pictured above) Container Tree 
Production Manager for J A Jones & Sons Ltd is 
passionate about trees and often holds open days 
for landscape architecture students to walk the 
nursery and discuss the practical aspects of tree 
specification.  He knows that the route (or root!) to 
a quality tree also lies in the quality of the materials 
and service that support it.

“This is the third season we have been using 
Melcourt Sylvamix® peat-free compost. We first 
started using it because more customers were 
requesting it.

Since using this medium I have been impressed 
by how flowable it is which is really useful when 

potting 10-12 and 12-14 bare-roots. Also, the 
product has no problem rewetting if it starts to dry.
Although we have no great green philosophy to 
use a peat-free growing medium, the good rooting 
we get on our bare root trees will not only keep us 
using Sylvamix, but we’ll happily recommend it to 
other growers.”

J A Jones also supply large root-balled and 
container grown trees and offer a  ‘lift and store’ 
service to their customers for those not infrequent 
occasions when contracts and sites can be delayed. 
Not an issue for a container grown tree but for root-
balled items this can cause extra stress as spring 
turns into summer.

“With high value and high impact items such 
as trees, it is important they are kept in the best 
condition,” says John. ”The trees are put onto  
holding lines and the root-balls are surrounded 
with a spring ring Air-pot®.  Melcourt EcoBark® 
Topper has proved to be an excellent material to fill 
in around the root-ball, protecting it and helping to 
keep it sufficiently hydrated.”  

 
 
“As with all things Melcourt,” John goes on, “this is 
a consistent, sustainable, affordable, quality peat-
free product.  It allows and encourages finer roots 
to develop prior to the ring being removed and a 
second layer of hessian applied for final dispatch.” 
 
Find out more at:

Healthy tree roots having been held in  EcoBark® Topper   
for several weeks.

@melcourtltd

Melcourt provide roots to success for  

Coming out of the winter, containerised plant growers are always concerned to know that their crops’ roots are 
in good, healthy shape. For this issue our Technical Sales Manager (west and north) Richard Cave, went to visit 
our good customer J A Jones & Sons Ltd who are situated in the wet north west of the country – a good test for 
any growing medium – and he is happy to report that all is well in the root zones there.

JA Jones & Sons Ltd

Issue 21

We are delighted to announce the launch of 
SylvaGrow® Organic, the latest in Melcourt’s range 
of quality retail composts which are all based on the 
equivalent Sylvamix® professional formulae.  
 
SylvaGrow® Organic is no exception as it shares a 
formula with its professional counterpart Sylvamix® 
Natural. Available in 15 and 50 litre attractive 
packaging and fully Soil Association approved.

And we are delighted that last year’s introduction 
SylvaGrow® with added John Innes was recently 
named a Which? Gardening Best Buy for seed 
sowing. That’s the fourth Best Buy in a row for the 
SylvaGrow® range since its launch in 2014! 
 
As SylvaGrow® shares formulae with the 
professional version Sylvamix® we think this is 
another great recommendation for the quality 
and consistency of our market-leading peat-free 
growing media range.

Launch of Melcourt 
SylvaGrow Organic 

@SylvaGrow

Available in 50L and 15L carry packs, SylvaGrow Organic, like the rest of 
the Passionate Gardener range, makes an excellent added-value sale for 

nurseries making retail sales - and for independent garden centres.

www.jajones.co.uk

http://www.melcourt.co.uk
mailto:mail%40melcourt.co.uk?subject=Melcourt%20Growers%20Solutions%20Winter%202013
https://twitter.com/sylvagrow
https://www.jajones.co.uk/
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Sustainable  
Growing Media

 (Peat Free)
 

Sylvamix® Nursery Stock
Sylvamix® Potting 

Sylvamix® Hanging Basket
 

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting
Sylvamix® Natural SA 

Sylvamix® Special 
Prescription Mix 

 
Growing Media 

Additives  
& Pot Mulches         

Potting BarkTM  SA, FSC 
 

EcoBark TopperTM  SA, FSC 
  

Propagating BarkTM  SA, FSC                
Growing Media  

Additives               
Growbark® Pine SA, FSC 

   

Growbark® Mixed Conifer SA, FSC 
  

Hortibark® Pine SA, FSC   

Sylvafibre®  
Coir              

Orchid Bark
 

Orchid BarkTM Coarse SA, FSC 
 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium SA, FSC
 

OUR RANGE FOR  
PROFESSIONAL GROWERS

with Celcote®

SA: Soil Association approved

FSC: Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC®) Certified 

Full technical specifications for all our 
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

 

The HTA launched the National Plant Show at 
Stoneleigh Park, Coventry 7 years ago and the 
event is now a fixture in the horticultural calendar. 
To enhance this offering and give a platform 
to even more of the industry, the HTA will be 
introducing the co-located HTA Nursery Supply 
Show this year. 

Running as a separate exhibition in Hall 3 at 
Stoneleigh, alongside the HTA National Plant  

 
Show on 20th and 21st June 2017, the HTA 
Nursery Supply Show will give even more to 
visitors by both enabling them to buy plants but 
also to look at the critical elements that support 
plant production.  

Melcourt’s Neil Gray sits on the new show’s 
steering committee and said, “The Nursery Supply 
Show running alongside the National Plant 
Show offers a real opportunity to showcase UK 
horticulture through the supply chain of plants. 
We are looking forward to the opportunity to 
speak to existing and potential new customers.”
 
Melcourt customer Geoff Caesar from The 
Bransford Webbs Plant Company said, “As an 
exhibitor at the National Plant Show since the 
very beginning we believe this exciting new 
development will provide even more reasons for 
both growers and retailers to visit the show. The 
new Nursery Supply Show will provide numerous 
opportunities to support the production and sale 
of plants in the UK and help build the strength of 
the British nursery and garden centre industry.” 

New Nursery Supply Show

FACTS Fertilizer Advice Scheme  

The peat-free clock is ticking. The date for the phase-out of peat-
based composts in garden centres is 1st January 2020.  
Nurseries are now starting to take note -  
and Melcourt can help.

Off-label extension for 
Exemptor®
We are very pleased to report that Exemptor® has been 
granted an Extension of Authorisation (EAMU 2017/0555) 
for use in peat-free media such as Sylvamix. As well as vine 
weevil, Exemptor® gives protection against aphids, white 
fly, leaf beetle and sciarid fly. Exemptor is one of the many 
additives that we supply at customers’ request giving 
growers a complete prescription mix service under the 
name Sylvamix Special. 

At Melcourt we pride ourselves on the quality of our 
technical expertise. It has always been a strength, not 
only allowing the development of excellent, technically 
sound products but also in the quality of the advice 
that we are able to give in the field. We are supporters 
of the FACTS scheme which exists alongside BASIS, and 
is responsible for the training and certifying of those 
engaged in advising on nutrient management in the UK. 
We are also proud to say that for many years our Technical 
Sales Manager Neil Gray has been a FACTS examiner, so 
you can guarantee that we are all kept well up to speed on 
nutrient matters!

This most significant date for UK retail horticulture is now less than  
3 years away and, as John Gillow of JA Jones comments on the front  
page, a growing number of plant buyers are looking to nurseries  
for stock grown in peat-free growing media. Melcourt have  
lead the way in this field for many years so growers who are  
looking for a peat-free solution can turn to us in the  
knowledge that we have both a product to match  
their needs and long experience of working with  
leading professional nurserymen to arrive at practical,  
effective solutions. Give us a call. 

Pot Mulches - three  
non-chemical winners 

With the ever-decreasing armoury of approved 
herbicides don’t forget the importance of pot 
mulching – customers report savings on watering  
as well as moss, liverwort and weed suppression.  
It’s a win-win!      
See our website to find your nearest distributor.

Potting Bark, EcoBark® Topper and Propagating Bark: three of the most 

cost-effective pot mulches on the market today.

Proud sponsors of HTA Contact 2017
 
Melcourt were proud to be sponsors of the recent 
HTA Contact 2017 growers’ conference. Brexit was 
high on the agenda together with changes in water 
legislation, seasonal labour and plant health – all 
matters of great importance to growers.  
 
Melcourt’s Catherine Dawson brought growers 
up to date with the new Responsible Sourcing 
of Growing Media Scheme and Professor James 
Hitchmough of Sheffield University talked about 
the effects of climate change on species choice for 
landscaping – a pertinent insight for any grower of 
trees.
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