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Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting – an excellent choice for effective

We have frequently highlighted the versatility of 
Sylvamix® and this versatility extends to pot type. 
Air-pot® containers have gained many enthusiastic 
followers over recent years and none more so than 
Sylvamix® Special users, Worcestershire-based 
Grafton Nursery.

Grafton Nursery is a multi-award-winning family 
business specialising in 67 different species of 
evergreen Eucalyptus of which 33 are hardy 
enough to grow in most parts of the UK. They major 
on 14 dwarf species including the rare E. pauciflora 
‘Buffalo’ and the swamp gums which tolerate wet 
or dry soils and can be used for draining boggy 
ground; great for SUDS work (sustainable drainage). 
In common with an increasing number of nurseries, 
Grafton decided in 2014 to go peat-free as part of 
their environmental policy. They grow in Air-pot® 
containers to produce stable, healthy root systems 
but when used with Eucalyptus this becomes 
quite a water-demanding combination, whichever 
growing medium is used. Melcourt have helped 
them overcome the challenge of water stress by the 
addition of Celcote, which they describe as having 
been a real game changer.  

Like Grafton Nursery, most Sylvamix® customers 
use Melcourt prescription mix service. Coupled 
with our knowledgeable technical sales staff we can 
advise on the best mix and additives to enable you 
to achieve the highest quality crops possible. 
 
Find Grafton Nursery at  
www.hardy-eucalyptus.com

Celcote is a registered trademark of Certis Europe BV

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting was introduced in 
2013 to fulfil a demand for an effective peat-free 
propagation medium. In this issue we feature an 
old friend of Melcourt’s, Martin Mobbs of Lineside 
Nursery, near Rugby, who is an enthusiastic user. 
 
Martin specialises in 8cm liners across a range of 
nursery stock. When propagating, he prefers open 
trays to modules, as in this way he can inspect 
every rooted cutting before it gets potted on, 
especially for vine weevil. He doesn’t have a vine 
weevil problem but uses a combination of Met52® 
and nematodes as preventative measures. Using 
heated sand-beds in poly tunnels Martin loves the 
Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting because virtually 
everything, across a wide range, roots quickly, 
consistently and prolifically, without needing to 

tailor the mix to the subject. This means he can use 
it straight out of the bag – a very practical benefit 
compared to the time-consuming home mixing he 

used to do. Lineside Nursery supplies customers 
throughout the UK and can be found at: 
www.linesidenursery.co.uk

 
Welcome to the Autumn 2016 edition of Solutions which marks the 10th anniversary of our 
newsletter for growers!  Over the years our aim has been to keep readers informed by spotlighting the 
experiences of our grower customers. Do get in touch if you would like to be featured in a future issue.

Met52® is a registered trademark of Novozymes A/S. 

Martin Mobbs and, right, Fuchsia ‘Genii’ 3  weeks after taking

Vine Weevil Summit
Melcourt’s Catherine Dawson and Neil Gray 
attended the HTA / Horticulture Week-organised Vine 
Weevil Summit in early July. Packed with information it 
was a very useful day for all who attended. The overall 
message was that there is no longer a ‘silver bullet’ 
to take care of vine weevil control. An integrated 
approach and an understanding of the behaviour 
and life cycle are essential tools. The over-riding 
feeling from growers was that the information shared 
on control options needs to be co-ordinated and in 
response, the HTA are pulling together an information 
hub for vine weevil control that will be posted on the 
HTA website www.hta.org.uk.  
 

See us at the shows
We will be exhibiting at the three grower trade shows 
this autumn. Do come and say hello – it’s a great 
opportunity to catch up and we always try to have a 
demonstration on the stand – this year the stability 
of Melcourt pot mulches as well as a range of plants 
growing in Sylvamix® and its retail version SylvaGrow®.

Four Oaks Trade Show, 6/7th September 2016
South West Growers Show, Exeter 5th October 2016
GroSouth, Chichester 9th November 2016
 
We will also be showing the full Melcourt retail range 
at GLEE, NEC, Birmingham 12th/14th September 
2016 - and Melcourt is once again co-sponsoring 
an IPPS six-packer to attend the IPPS annual 
conference, in the West Midlands between 28th and 
30th September. Our Technical Director Catherine 
Dawson will also be speaking at the event on the 
subject of the new Responsible Sourcing Scheme for 
growing media.

@melcourtltd

A winning combination for Grafton Nursery

propagation at Lineside Nursery
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Additives  
& Pot Mulches         

Potting BarkTM SA, FSC 
 

EcoBark TopperTM SA, FSC 
  

Propagating BarkTM  SA, FSC                
Growing Media  

Additives               
Growbark® Pine SA, FSC 

   

Growbark® Mixed Conifer SA, FSC 
  

Hortibark® Pine SA, FSC   

Sylvafibre®  
Coir              

Orchid Bark
 

Orchid BarkTM Coarse SA, FSC 
 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium SA, FSC
 

OUR RANGE

with Celcote®

SA: Soil Association approved
FSC: Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified 

Full technical specifications for all our 
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

Bags of growth at Brunswick Organic Nursery
Brunswick Organic Nursery in Bishopthorpe 
near York is a registered charity which manages 
to combine really useful work for people with 
learning difficulties with delivering a first class 
plant & nursery outlet to the local community. 

Founded in its present form in 1992, the land 
on its main site has been worked organically for 
more than 25 years. Several greenhouses and 
polytunnels have been added during that time 
to produce a range of edible and ornamental 
plants. So what’s an organic nursery doing selling 
Melcourt SylvaGrow® and sister products which, 
whilst being resolutely peat-free, contain a slow 
release fertiliser and are thus not organic?

“Truly organic compost in bags for consumers 
is really expensive and out of the reach of most 
gardeners,” says Debbie Pendle of Brunswick. 
“We’ve offered non-organic peat-free composts 
from other suppliers in previous years but have 
watched the success of SylvaGrow® and other 
peat-free Melcourt products from the side-lines 
and decided to go with Melcourt this spring.  
We haven’t been disappointed!”

“The smaller bags across the range have proved 
really popular,” says Debbie. “Many people have 
smaller gardens anyway and are often after only 
enough material to fill a few pots - so 15L of 
Melcourt SylvaGrow® or one of its sister products 
is perfect. They’re especially useful to our elderly 
and disabled customers who can’t manage bigger 
bags. We’re also on the York to Selby cycleway so 
we get lots of customers who will buy anything - 
just as long as it fits into a saddle bag!” 

One other important factor for Brunswick is the 
working relationship with the Melcourt team. 
“Richard Cave is our Technical Sales Manager and 
he couldn’t have been more helpful to us both 
before we stocked and since,” says Debbie. “The 
office staff too are very supportive and the admin 
side of things goes very smoothly. I’d certainly 
recommend doing business with Melcourt to 
anyone who asked my opinion.”

For more information about Brunswick Organic 
Nursery see http://www.brunswickyork.org.uk/
  

Our Technical Director Catherine Dawson was 
lucky enough to join the AHDB-organised study 
tour to Belgium earlier in the summer. The tour was 
led by John Adlam and looked at the nutrition of 
containerised nursery stock on nurseries and at PCS, 
the Belgian nursery stock research station  
near Ghent. 
Catherine reports that it was a fascinating trip. 
“We view keeping up with the latest advances in 
growing media as an essential part of our offer to 
growers,” says Catherine. “We never stop looking at 
ways to make Sylvamix even better and this trip 
was a brilliant way to glean valuable information 
from both researchers and leading Belgian 
nurseries.”

Melcourt across the water….

Eric Boterdaele Floristry near Ghent 

We were delighted to be invited by the RSPB 
to have a presence on their stands at this 
year’s Gardeners World Live and the new BBC 
Countryfile Live at Blenheim Palace.  
 
Demonstrating that gardening without peat 
is no problem, even making seed bombs with 
SylvaGrow, added up to a lot of fun for all 
concerned.

SylvaGrow® goes LIVE with  
the RSPB

Top: Debbie Pendle, at right the Brunswick  
Organic Nursery and, far right, SylvaGrow   

peat-free compost in a 15L carry bag

@SylvaGrow
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