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If you would 
like to be put in touch  

with a nursery like yours  
that has switched to  

sustainable growing media 
please contact us

Crûg Farm Plants now grow with Sylvamix®....

▶
▶
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Sylvamix® versatility 
proven time and againSituated on the picturesque North West coast 

of Wales, Crûg Farm Plants have an enviable 
reputation for quality as well as a huge (over 18000) 
range of wonderful plants raised from worldwide 
seed collecting trips.   
 
Since 1991, Crûg Farm has become a magnet 
for those seeking extraordinary plants, initially 
originating from their own breeding programme, 
and now with an emphasis on the introduction of 
new and worthwhile plants from annual sorties to 
remote corners of the globe. 

Bleddyn and Sue Wynn-Jones (pictured) are 
dedicated plant hunters with an eye for something 
special.  In recent years they have been joined  
by Robbie Blackhall-Miles whose modest title 
of ‘Propagator’ does not begin to reflect the 
depth of plant knowledge he is able to share.  
As a horticultural writer, plant scientist and also 
a customer of Crûg Farm, he had experience 
of  Melcourt Sylvamix and felt that it offered 
advantages over their existing growing medium.
 
Being peat-free was not the primary aim, rather 
they were looking for the best growing medium 
that could cope with the range of both plants and 
pot sizes, allowing them to reduce the number of 
mixes they needed and improve quality and plant 
management.  Their range is vast, from Acer to 

Zingiber, raised from seed collected from tropical 
forests in Asia to mountains in South America.  We 
can barely begin to convey the complexities of 
plant management needed to cultivate and grow 
these stunning specimens.

Based on Sylvamix Nursery Stock, a key benefit 
of Crûg Farm’s Sylvamix Special is its relatively 
fine but robust structure, providing an ideal air/
moisture ratio for the wide range of pot sizes from 
7cm to 50 litres.  It also flows into the pots more 
easily than their previous mix, producing happy 
potters!   
 
A notable feature of Sylvamix design ensures that 
fines don’t migrate to the bottom of the containers 
and there is no slumping post-potting.  They were 
also reassured to make the switch knowing that 
near neighbours Seiont Nurseries had been 
using Sylvamix very successfully for years with 
no concerns over quality, uniformity or water 
management.
 
Walking the shade tunnels, already Crûg Farm are 
seeing an improvement in growth.  Robbie pointed 
out a small area of Syneilesis aconitifolia in 8.5cm 
pots which can be troublesome but were growing 
extremely well in the Sylvamix, perhaps being 
more at home in the medium with its natural ‘forest’ 
feel. You could lose days in the walled garden and 
woodland areas when visiting the nursery but we 
guarantee you would not be able to leave empty 
handed.

Bernhard’s Nurseries Ltd of Rugby which grows 
over one million plants annually and offers a wide 
range of trees, shrubs, roses and conifers has made 
the switch over to 100% peat-free compost in all its 
own production. The group has used peat reduced 
media for a number of years, as well as using 
Melcourt Potting Bark to ‘top’ pots, reducing 
labour and herbicide usage. However it has also 
been trialling production in Melcourt Sylvamix® 
alongside existing products for the past 2 years. 
General manager John Marsden said, “We have 
been so impressed with Sylvamix that we have now 

made the full switch to 100% peat-free media across 
all the group’s own production, and customers 
seem pleased that we are making this change”.  
Bernhard’s has been a respected supplier for over 
50 years providing the finest stock together with a 
thoughtful and understanding professional service 
to local authorities, landscape and garden designers 
and the trade in general. They also recently became 
a dedicated stockist of Melcourt bagged and bulk 
bagged topsoil, mulches and soil improvers, 
offering a comprehensive range of professional 
products to all their customers.

.... as do Bernhard’s Nurseries. Times are changing!

National Trust properties throughout the 
country use Sylvamix because it works well over 
a diverse range of plants and is of course peat-
free. We love hearing about the more unusual 
uses and were delighted to learn from Philip 
Whaites, head gardener at Wimpole Hall near 
Cambridge, that they had raised over 500 lbs 
of mushrooms in their recently restored 19th 
century mushroom house (pictured above) using 
Sylvamix Potting as the casing material. Every 
last mushroom went on to be used by the on-site 
restaurant. We think this isn’t bad going for an 
area of a few square metres!
 
And we can think of no better way of further 
demonstrating the versatility of Sylvamix  than 
to illustrate the extraordinary, rarely blooming in 
cultivation, Titan Arum lily at the Eden Project, 
raised in Sylvamix and producing the largest 
flower of any known plant at 3m circumference 
and 2.9 metres high – well done Eden Project! 

http://www.melcourt.co.uk
mailto:mail%40melcourt.co.uk?subject=Melcourt%20Growers%20Solutions%20Winter%202013
http://www.crug-farm.co.uk/
http://www.bernhards-nurseries.co.uk/
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wimpole-estate
http://www.edenproject.com/visit


Melcourt Industries Ltd • Boldridge Brake • Long Newnton • Tetbury • Gloucestershire GL8 8RT
Tel: 01666 502711 • Fax: 01666 504398

Email: mail@melcourt.co.uk • www.melcourt.co.uk

The mark of responsible forestry
CU-COC-806457

© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council A.C.

Melcourt Orchid Barks – 
chunky, dust-free and of 

superb quality.  
 

Melcourt Orchid Barks which are available in two 
grades and are used by professional and amateur 

growers throughout the UK.  
Available from your local distributor – see  

www.melcourt.co.uk/wheretobuy 

Sustainable  
Growing Media

 (Peat Free)
Sylvamix® Nursery Stock

Sylvamix® Potting 
Sylvamix® Hanging Basket

 

Sylvamix® Seed and Cutting
Sylvamix® Natural 

Soil Association approved

Sylvamix® Special 
Prescription Mix 

 
Growing Media 

Additives  
& Pot Mulches   

Potting BarkTM 
Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified 
EcoBark TopperTM 

Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified  

Propagating BarkTM        
Growing Media  

Additives   
Growbark® Pine 

Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council  (FSC) Certified   

Growbark® Mixed Conifer 

Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council  (FSC) Certified   

Hortibark® Pine 

Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified   

Hortibark® Mixed Conifer 

Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified

Sylvafibre®  
Coir   

Orchid Bark
Orchid BarkTM Coarse 

Soil Association approved
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified 

Orchid BarkTM  Medium
Soil Association approved

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Certified 

OUR RANGE

with Celcote®

Full technical specifications for all our  
products can be found on our website

www.melcourt.co.uk

Melcourt Orchid Bark Coarse Melcourt Orchid Bark Medium

Award-winning    SylvaGrow® goes from 
strength to strength in garden centres & 
retail nurseries
SylvaGrow’s reputation has been further 
enhanced by being named a Which? Gardening 
Best Buy for the third time in less than a year, 
most recently being named the ONLY Best Buy 
for container growing, beating many much better 
known products by a wide margin.  
 
SylvaGrow also now proudly carries the RHS 
endorsement and is the only growing media 
range to hold this honour.  
 
* SylvaGrow was the Best New Product (Garden 
Care) at GLEE 2015
 
Follow us on Twitter @sylvagrow 

© The Royal Horticultural Society 
Endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society
Registered Charity number 222879/SC038262

rhs.org.uk

When you become a Melcourt customer you 
gain access to far more than just excellent 
products. We offer as much support as growers 
need and our Technical Sales Managers Neil 
Gray and Richard Cave have between them a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to share 
with you. Both started their careers as growers 
so they have a very practical understanding of 
the challenges of plant-raising as well as an in 
depth knowledge of our products.  Please do get 
in touch if you’d like Neil or Richard to visit. 

Ongoing technical support for growers

Neil Gray discussing root health with Sylvamix 
customer Dan Glover of Glover’s Nurseries

*   

Based on our professional range Sylvamix,  SylvaGrow is rapidly becoming the product of choice for the 
discerning gardener. Available in 50 litre packs and new 15 litre carry-home packs.
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